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Meet our Team

FADI MAALOUF, M.D.
CHILD AND ADOLESCENT PSYCHIATRIST
DIRECTOR, CHILD & ADOLESCENT PSYCHIATRY PROGRAM

Dr. Fadi Maalouf is currently the Director of the Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry Program (CAPP) at the American
University of Beirut Medical Center and Associate Professor

of Psychiatry within the Department of Psychiatry. Dr. Maalouf
also holds an adjunct appointment with the University of
Pittsburgh, USA. After receiving his MD from AUB in 2001,

Dr. Maalouf completed his Psychiatry residency training in
Massachusetts at the VA Boston Healthcare system and Harvard
Medical School. He then completed a two-year fellowship in
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at the Massachusetts General
Hospital, Mclean Hospital and Harvard Medical School. Prior
to joining AUBMC in September 2009, he was an Assistant
Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Pittsburgh. He is the
recipient of several awards including the 2007 Outstanding
Resident Award from the American Academy of Child, Adolescent
Psychiatry, the 2009 Young Investigator Grant Award from
the American Foundation of Suicide Prevention, and the
Multidisciplinary Award for Doctors from the American University
of Beirut Medical Center in 2011.

Dr. Maalouf’s research interest focuses on neurocognitive deficits
in pediatric depression, and on a larger scale, he is interested
in the prevalence of psychiatric disorders in children and
adolescents in the Arab world. On the clinical level, Dr. Maalouf
established a multidisciplinary approach to child psychiatric care
within the Department of Psychiatry at AUBMC that has developed
to become the Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Program.



LEYLA AKOURY-DIRANI, PHD
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

Dr. Akoury-Dirani, PhD in clinical psychology and
psychopathology from Université René Descartes-Paris 5,
was the first professional to establish a psycho-educational
program for autistic children in Lebanon. She was among the
first who introduced the practice of inclusive education for
children with special needs in Lebanese schools.

In parallel with her private practice as clinical psychologist for
children and adolescents, Dr. Akoury-Dirani was a professor
at the Saint Joseph University of Beirut for 20 years where she
was in charge of different academic projects and programs,
one of which was the Institut Libanais d'Educateurs.

At the national level, Dr. Akoury-Dirani collaborated with the
Lebanese government and the United Nations agencies to
develop more equitable policies towards the most vulnerable
children and adolescents, mainly children with disabilities or
those who are maltreated.

In December 2008, Dr. Akoury-Dirani joined the Department
of Psychiatry, Faculty of Medicine at the American University
of Beirut, as an assistant professor. Since then, she has
provided psychological services to children and adolescents
and participated in the teaching and training of medical and
clinical psychology students.



HALA RAAD, M.ED
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER

Ms. Hala Raad, BA in Special Education, Saint-Joseph University
in Beirut has worked for several years in several disability
centers. After obtaining two scholarships, she travelled to
join the University of Leeds in the United Kingdom where she
completed her Master’s degree in Special Educational Needs
with distinction. In 2001, she obtained the second award for
academic excellence from the Said Foundation.

She has acquired a multi-faceted professional experience by
working concurrently in clinical settings, in academics, and in
community development. She opened her own private clinic
where she treated children whose special educational needs
resulted from learning difficulties/disabilities, autism, or
intellectual disabilities. She also worked and trained parents,
nurseries, and schools’ staff. Hala Raad took part in various
community development projects as a consultant and/or a
trainer in Lebanon and in other Arab countries. She taught
at the Special Education Department of the Saint-Joseph
University where she developed and introduced a pioneer
course on the rights of children with disabilities.

In November 2012, Hala Raad joined the Department of
Psychiatry as a special education teacher. Since then, she
has worked with special educational needs children and their
parents and has assisted the department team in teaching
educational, behavioral, and disability-related issues in
children and adolescents to medical students and residents.
In 2013, Hala completed a clinical training seminar on the
administration of the Autism Diagnostic Interview Schedule
(ADOS - 2), at the Center for Autism and the Developing
Brain at Weill Cornell Medical College, New York. Currently,
she administers the ADOS - 2, which is considered the

gold standard for the diagnosis of Autism — for toddlers

and children undergoing evaluations at the Psychological
Assessment Center of the AUBMC.



JOUMANA AMMAR, MA
CHILD AND ADOLESCENT PSYCHOTHERAPIST

Joumana graduated in June 2014 with a Master’s degree in
Psychology from the American University of Beirut. She also
obtained a certificate of training in Clinical Psychology after
completing a two-year training program at the Department
of Psychiatry in the American University of Beirut Medical
Center during which she specialized in child and adolescent
psychotherapy. While training, Joumana developed a special
interest in group-based therapies for children with social
skills’ difficulties and adolescents with mood and

anxiety disorders.

Since Joumana joined the Department of Psychiatry at
AUBMC in July 2014, she started meeting patients for
individual and group-based psychotherapy in outpatient
and inpatient settings.



MARIANNE EID BOU DOUMIT, MA
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST AND PSYCHOTHERAPIST

Marianne graduated from “Université Saint-Esprit de Kaslik”
and the Lebanese University with a Master’s degree in Clinical
Psychology. She holds a diploma in Cognitive and Behavioral
Therapy from Saint-Joseph University and a degree from the
French School of Psycho-organic Analysis (EFAPO). Marianne
has attended many workshops and seminars and is a member
of the LPA (Lebanese Psychological Association).

Before joining the Department of Psychiatry, AUBMC, in August
2014, Marianne was a school counselor and a psychotherapist in
non-governmental organizations for children and adolescents
at risk. She also worked in private practice.

The wide spectrum of her experience includes working with
diverse groups such as detainees in Roumieh Prison, persons
suffering from mental disorders in the Psychiatric Hospital

of the Cross, refugees in Mental Health Centers through
Médecins Sans Frontieres, and abused and lonely women of
the NGO shelter. After the July 2006 war, Marianne joined
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) where she
was responsible for screening refugees with post-traumatic
stress disorder in South Lebanon. As a result, she has come into
contact with different age groups, different cultures/nationalities,
and socially discriminated groups (detainees, convicts,
psychiatric patients, etc.).



ANIE BELEHJIAN
NURSE

Anie Belehjian graduated from the Lebanese University, Faculty
of Health Sciences with Bachelors degree in nursing sciences.
She worked as a registered nurse in the NICU/PICU at BGUH,
and then she moved to AUBMC where she joined the Children
Cancer Center of Lebanon. Anie transferred to the Department
of Psychiatry as an inpatient nurse, and she currently works at
the Child and Adolescent psychiatry program.

Team

FADI HALABI, MD
POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOW

Fadi Halabi has graduated with an MD degree from the
American University of Beirut in June 2013. Currently, he
is working as a post-doctoral research fellow with

Dr. Fadi Maalouf.

Fadi is interested in pursuing a career in psychiatry, with a
particular interest in adolescent psychiatry and mental health
at a public health level. Besides the background in medicine
and research, Fadi is experienced in designing and delivering
trainings, organizational structuring, and advocacy.



SAFA SHEHAB
RESEARCH ASSISTANT

Safa Shehab received her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
from AUB, and then completed her Master’s in Science in
Cognitive Neuropsychology from the University of Edinburgh.
She is a Research Assistant with Dr. Fadi Maalouf. Safa is
primarily interested in neuropsychological assessment and
rehabilitation, specifically in traumatic brain injury.

She particularly enjoys doing yoga and occasionally gives
yoga classes. Years of practice and some research into the
topic have increased her belief in the mental health benefits
of yoga.

Clinic and Administrative Assistants

RIHAM SALAM
CLINICAL ASSISTANT

Riham Salam graduated from Beirut Arab University with a
Bachelor in Business Administration, Fiscal Policy & Custom
Duties Major.

She worked for one year as an HR assistant at a local restaurant
chain, and for the last three years, she has been a clinical assistant
at the Department of Psychiatry, the American University of Beirut
Medical Center. In July 2013, she joined the CAPP team.




ALI ZOUBAIDI
CLINICAL ASSISTANT

Ali graduated with a Bachelor in Business Administration,
Economics major from Beirut Arab University.

For six years, he taught Economics in private sectors (Arabian
Institution, Sigma Center etc...), worked as an office manager
in Y-K Creation, and joined CAPP team in April 2014.

MEGHRY TATEOSSIAN
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Meghry graduated from the Lebanese University, Faculty of
Tourism and Hospitality Management with a Master’s degree
in Tourism Management. She previously worked as an
administrator in two different hotels.

In July 2013, she joined AUBMC as the administrative assistant
of the CAPP.
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